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California bepuartment of Transportation

DISTRICT 11

4050 TAYLOR STREET, M3S-240

SANDIEGO, CA §2110

[619) 709-5152 | FAX (619) 688-429% TTY 711

wm,gggcq.gw
March 24, 2022
11-§D-8
PM 0.407
Group 3E Storm Drain PPA
MND/SCH#2022030147
Ms. Rhenda Benally
Planiner
City of San Diego

1222 18t Avenue MS 501
San Diego, CA 92107

Dear Ms, Benglly:

Thank you forincluding the Cdlifornic Deparfment of Transportation (Cdltrans) in the
envirenmental review process for the Mifigoted Negative Declaration {MND) for the
Group 3£ Storm Drain PPA located near Interstate 8 (18). The mission of Calirans is to
provide a safe and reliable fransportation network that serves oll people and respects
the environment. The Local Development Review [LDR) Program reviews land use
projects and plans to ensure consistency with our mission and state planning priorities.

Safetyls one of Caltrans’ strategic goals. Caltrans sirives to make the year 2050
the first year without a single death or serious injury on California’s roads. We are
sfriving for mere equitable outcomes for the fransportation network's diverse
users. To achisve these ambitious goals, we will pursue meaningful
collaboration with our pariners. We encourage the implementation of new
technologies, innovations, and best practices that will enhance the safety on
the transportation network. These pursuils are both ambitious and urgent, and
their accomplishment involves afocused departure from the status quo as we
continue to instifutiondlize safety in all our work.

We look forward fo working with the City of San Diego in areas where the City and
Caltrans have joint jurisdiction to improve the transporiation network and connections
between various modes of fravel, with the goal of improving the experience of those
who use the fransportation system.

“Provide o safe and reliable transportation netwerk that serves all people and respecis fhe enviicnment*
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Response to Comments

Letter from California Department of Transportation, March 24, 2022

Comment noted.
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Calirans has the following comments:
Cemplete Streets and Mebility Network

Bicycle, pedestrian, and public transit access during construction is important.
Mitigation to maintain bicycle, pedestrian, and public fransit access during
consituction s in accordance with Caltrans’ goals and policies.

Traffic Control Plan/Hauling

The California Depariment of Transportation {Calirans) has discretionary authority with
respect o highways under ifs jurisdiction and may, upon application and if good
cause appears, issue a specia permif fo operate or move a vehicls or combinafion of
vehicles or special mebile equipment of a size or weight of vehicle or load exceedng
the mesdmum limitations specified in the Cadlifornia Vehicle Cods. The Calirans
Transportation Permits Ssuance Branch is responsible for the issuance of these specici
fransporiation permils for oversize/overwsight vehicles on the State Highway network,
Additional information is provided online af:

hitp:/ fveww . dot.ca.gov firafficops/permits/index himi

A Traffic Control Plan s to be submitied to Caltrans District 11, including the
inferchanges af -8/Nimitz Blvd. and I-8/Sunset Cliffs Blvd. of least 30 days prior to the
start of any construction. Tratffic shall not be unreasonably delayed. The plan shall
dlso autiine suggested detours fo use during closures, including routes and signage.

Potenticlimpacts to the highway facilities {8} and Trcweli‘n_g'p_ublic from the detour,
dempolition and other construction activiiies should be discussed and addressed
before work begins,

Environmental .

Ccltrans welcomes the opportunity i be o Responsible Agency under the Californic
Environmenial Quality Act [CEQA), as we have some discretionary authority of a
portion of the project that is in Calirans’ R/W threugh the form of an encroachment
permit process. We look forward to the coordination of our efforts to ensure that
Calfrans can adopf the alfemafive and/or mifigation measure for our R/W. We would
appreciate meeting with you to discuss the elemenis of the ER that Calirans will use
for our subsequent environmental compliance.
Anencreachment permit will be required for any work within the Caltrars' R/W prior to
construction. As part of the encroachment permit process, the applicant must provide
approved findl envirenmenta documents for this project, corresponding techrical

“"Provide a safe and reficble transperiation netwark that serves gl people and respects the snvirenment™
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Response to Comments (Continued}

Letter from Culifornia Department of Transporiation, March 24, 2022

The Traffic Control Plar addresses temperary access for bicycles, pedestrian and
public transit so people could proceed safely during the construction.

Comment noted.

Comment noted. City staff has reviewed the Right-of-Way (ROW) maps
provided by CALTRANS as well as their GIS database. However, because the
project is not located in close proximity to the Caltrans ROW, na work will be
performad within this ROW, and an encroachment permit will not be
reguired, nor mitigation measures.

The final Mitigated Negative Declaration with response to comments will be
provided to the Responsible Agency.
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studies, and necessary regulatory and resource agency permmits. Specifically, CEQA
determinalion or exemption. The supporting documents must address ali
environmentalimpacts within the Caltrans' R/W and address any impacts from
avoidance and/or mitigation measures.

We recommend that this project specifically identifies and assesses potenticlimpacts
caused by the project orimpacts from mitigation efforls that occur within Caitrans’
R/W that includes impacts fo the nalural environment, infrastructure including but not
limited to highways, roadways, structures, intelligent franspertation systems elements,
onramps and off-ramps, and appurfenant features including but not limited to

lighting, signage, drainage, guardrail, slopes and landscaping. Calirans is inferested in -

any addifional mitigation measures identified for the project’s draft Environmental
Cocument.

Right-of-Way

» PerBusiness and Frofession Code 8771, perpetuation of survey monuments by o
licensed land surveyor Is required., if they are being destroyed by any construction.

s Anywork performedwithin Calfrans’ R/W will require discretionary review and
approvat by Celtrans and an encrocchment permit will be required for any work
within the Cditrans’ R/W pricr to consiruction.

Additiondl Infermation regarding encroachment permiis may be obtained by
contacting the Calirans Permits Office at (619) 4856158 or emailing

D11l.Permits@dot.ca.gov or by visiting the website at
dot.ca.gov/programs/iraffic-operations/ep. Early coordination with
Cdltrans is strongly advised for all encroachment permits.

¥ you have cny questions or concerns, please centact Kimberly Dodson, LDR
Coordinater, af (619) 9851587 or by e-mail sent to Kimberly.Dodson@dot.ca.gov,

Sincerely,

Waarice 4. Eaton

MAURICE EATON
Branch Chief
Local Development Review

“Provide a safe and reliable franspertation network fhat serves all people and respects the environmeni”
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Respanse to Comments (Cantinued)

Letter from California Department of Transportation, March 24, 2022

Comment noted. See comment no. 4.
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